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Opening with two first-place finishes at Darley Moor, an excellent performance at his debut TT and some impressive 
results returned at other International and National meetings, Daley's 2014 season to this mid-point has proved to 
be very successful.  This latest Newsletter describes the season so far and looks forward to the remainder of the 
racing year, with a tabulated summary of current race results appearing at the end of the document. 

Overview 

Whilst the overall programme of race meetings was 
similar to that of 2013, the season started with a 
significant upgrade of machinery thanks to the 
commitment of Hol-Taj Exports and  Team Classic 
Suzuki.  Daley's other principal sponsors, listed later, 
have all contributed significantly and he hopes that 
his results and his representation of their interests 
have justified their support and trust. 

Naturally, the highlight has been Daley's debut at the 
TT, where he was very proud to be awarded two 
Bronze Replicas and to have achieved a fastest lap 
speed of 120.184mph during the Superbike Race.  
Overall, Daley has had an excellent season so far, 
especially considering that the Superbike was a new 
build.  He's been delighted with his achievement of three first place, three second place and two third place finishes. 

There have been some amendments to the original post-TT race schedule and the new one is presented below. 

The latest news and information is always available on Daley's website, which is updated very regularly and also 
includes a comprehensive archive (www.daleymathisonracing.co.uk). 

Meeting Dates 
Darley Moor, Ashbourne  - 29th, 30th March 
Spring Cup, Oliver's Mount, Scarborough  - 13th April 
Cookstown 100, Northern Ireland - 25th-26th April 
International North West 200, Northern Ireland - 14th, 15th, 17th May 
TT Practice Week - 24th-30th May 
TT Race Week - 31st May-6th June 
International Barry Sheene Road Race Festival, Oliver's Mount, Scarborough - 21st-22nd June 
Cock o'the North, Oliver's Mount, Scarborough - 19th-20th July 
Aberdare Park Road Races - 26th-27th July 
International Ulster Grand Prix, Northern Ireland - 13th, 14th, 16th August 
Gold Cup, Oliver's Mount, Scarborough - 13th-14th September 
Stars at Darley, Darley Moor - 11th-12th October 

On the start line for the Superport Race 1 at the TT 

Airborne on the 
Superbike at the 
Cookstown 100 
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The bikes 
 A 2013 Suzuki GSX-R600 sponsored by 

Hol-Taj Exports and Team Classic 
Suzuki.  Fitted with a Yoshimura ECU 
and loom and an engine race-tuned by 
Slick! Performance on the Isle of Man. 

 A 2014 Suzuki GSX-R1000 Superbike 
sponsored by Hol-Taj Exports and Team 
Classic Suzuki fitted with numerous 
factory race and upgraded parts, an 
engine tuned by Slick! Performance and 
a Yoshimura ECU and loom. 

 A Honda RS250 and an RS150 loaned by Logan Racing for the Scarborough Spring Cup and Cookstown 100 
races respectively. 

The tyres:  Daley has been riding on Michelin Power Cup, Power Slick and Power Rain tyres throughout the 
season (the Power Cup is a road-legal competition tyre).  He has found that this new generation of racing 
tyres provide excellent handling, grip, wear, feedback and predictability characteristics and have been 
central to the successes he's achieved over a very wide variety circuits from Darley Moor to the TT. 

Media/publicity 
Daley's racing has continued to receive wide media coverage and publicity: 

 Emerald Road Racing magazine Issue 20, January 2014 - Manx Grand Prix 2013 Review.  The article's main 
photograph (and also a subsidiary one) was of Daley with named mentions of him in the text. 

 Road Racing Ireland magazine Issue 261, February 2014.  A full-page article with photographs summarising 
Daley's 2013 season and looking forward to 2014. 

 Manchester Bike Show, 23rd March 2014.  Daley was interviewed live on stage at the show and discussed his 
plans for 2014. 

 Michelin Tyre PLC News bulletins.  Highlighting Daley's double win at Darley Moor, his performances at the 
TT and the International Barry Sheene Road Race Festival at Scarborough's Oliver's Mount. 

 Bikesport News Issue 57, 3rd July 2014.  A two-page article on the International 
Barry Sheene Road Race Festival included Daley in the main photograph with 
several very positive mentions by name in the supporting text. 

 Daley continues to promote his sponsors wherever possible by any means he 
can - banners, posters and promotional literature, logo placement, etc. 

Meeting Review Summary 

Darley Moor, Ashbourne, 29th & 30th March 
In addition to being the first meeting of the new season, Darley Moor was also the first 
test outing of the newly-built Hol-Taj Suzuki GSX-R1000 Superbike.  After a few very 
encouraging practice laps, a final drive issue was highlighted and the machine retired 
from the meeting.  The race weekend continued with Daley putting in some very 
impressive performances on the Hol-Taj Suzuki GSX-R600 where, in the best possible 
start to the season, he won both Formula 600 Races! 
 

The Hol-Taj GSX-R Suzukis at Darley Moor.  Left, the 600  
and right, the Superbike.  The Superbike is in test livery. 

Darley Moor:  Two first places! 
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Spring Cup, Oliver's Mount, Scarborough  - 13th April 
Originally entered on 3 bikes at the meeting (both Hol-Taj Suzukis 
and the Logan Racing Honda RS250) Daley ultimately rode only the 
GSX-R600 (in 3 races) due to the Superbike not yet being ready and 
a problem with the RS250 not being rectifiable.  Nevertheless, in 
an impressive ride during Senior practice Daley took the lead over 
Guy Martin (who was on a 1000cc Suzuki) for much of the session.  
Riding confidently Daley finished in first place in the Senior B Race 
and in 6th and 8th positions in the Junior A and Ian Watson Cup 
Races respectively.  Continuing his good form from Darley Moor, 
this was a very pleasing follow-on performance. 

 

Cookstown 100, Northern Ireland - 25th-26th April 
Cookstown is usually the first meeting of the Irish Road Race season.  Daley had 
an excellent meeting in 2013, gaining a very creditable 3rd place in the Open B 
Race on his Honda CBR1000RR.  With the upgraded Hol-Taj machinery available 
this year hopes were high for further successes but hitting a false neutral on the 
Hol-Taj Suzuki GSX-R1000 and tucking the front on the Logan Racing Honda RS125 
gave him DNFs in the Open B and Moto3 Races.  However, this was tempered by 
putting in the fastest laps in both races and leading the Moto3 Race too.  In the 
Supersport A race Daley finished in 18th place and in the Senior A in 16th place, 
giving a pleasing end to the meeting. 
 

International North West 200 - 12th-17th May 
Being held the week before the TT, the North West 200 is 
used by many teams as a preparation for that event.  
Characterised by its elongated triangular shape and very 
long, very fast, straights the North West 200 is also 
Northern Ireland's largest outdoor sporting event.  But 
having been dogged by extremely wet weather in recent 
years the meeting yet again experienced mixed weather in 
2014. 

Daley was entered into two races on each of the two Hol-
Taj Suzukis and the practice sessions went well in the 
initially dry and warm conditions.  But wet, rapidly-
changing weather and road conditions for the races 
themselves (which varied along the course length) 

presented all riders with very difficult last-minute decisions, especially with respect to tyre choice.  In the event, this 
quandary resulted in two retirements for Daley.  However, Daley was pleased with his 21st place finish in the 
Supersport 1 Race and 30th place in the Superbike 2 Race.  In the latter race, he returned a personal fastest lap speed 
in excess of 110mph and attained 191.3mph through the Glenvale speed trap. 

Leading Tom Weeden and Guy Martin at the Spring Cup 

On the Superbike at the Cookstown 100 

On the Superbike at the North West 200 
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International Isle of Man TT - 24th May to 6th June 
Making his debut at the TT has been a long-held ambition 
achieved for Daley.  Using his first race on the Mountain Circuit 
at the 2013 Manx Grand Prix as a foundation (and a fifth place 
in the Newcomer's A Race, winning him a Silver Replia), Daley 
had a great inaugural TT in 2014.  

Being entered into four races - both Supersport Races and the 
Superbike and Senior Races - practice and qualifying week 
went extremely well on the Hol-Taj Suzukis with Daley lapping 
at over 119mph on both machines.  With such an excellent 
start it was a disappointment to have a DNF in the Superbike 
Race due to running on at Creg ny baa on lap 4.  And the 
relatively minor damage to the bike could not be fixed in time 
for the Senior race later in the week, causing the bike to be 
withdrawn from the race.  However, with a personal best lap speed during the Superbike Race of 120.184mph 
before retiring at the Creg, Daley was very pleased indeed with his improving knowledge and times. 

In the two Supersport Races Daley finished in 35th position at a race average speed of 116.121mph in Race 1 and in 
41st position at a race average speed of 115.163mph in Race 2, earning him two Bronze Replicas.  All-in-all then, 
excellent and safe riding in his first TT of which he is justly proud.   Daley is very much looking forward to building on 
his knowledge and experience at the event and gradually improving on his performance in the coming years. 
 

International Barry Sheene Road Race Festival, Oliver's Mount, Scarborough - 21st-22nd June 
Daley had taken part in display laps at the 2013 
Barry Sheene Road Race Festival but this year he 
was entered into the Modern Junior 600 and 
Modern Senior classes on the Hol-Taj Suzukis.  
The meeting had very strong classic race and 
parade components too, with Giacomo Agostini 
and Mick Grant taking part in parade laps this 
year. 

The modern machinery races were hotly-
contested with strong fields consisting of riders 
such as Dean Harrison, Ivan Lintin and James 
Cowton, for example.  In the Modern Junior 600 
Races Daley rode extremely well to finish in 
second place in both races and was delighted to 

break his own lap record in the process.  In the Modern Senior Races Daley put in two excellent rides to take third 
and second places, actually leading the second race for two laps, and again smashing his personal best lap speed for 
that class.  Overall, a very impressive set of results at the meeting with consistent performances put in on both 
machines. 

At Ballaugh Bridge during the Supersport  Race 

Hol-Taj Suzuki GSX-R600 during the Modern Junior 600 Race 
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Looking forward to the second part of the season 
For all teams the run-up to the TT is busy, if not hectic, and 
it is helpful to ease off slightly afterwards to a more 
sustainable pace.  The next events in Daley's calendar are 
the Cock o'the North meeting at Scarborough, followed by 
Aberdare Park in South Wales, building up to the 
International Ulster Grand Prix in August.  With the new 
and upgraded machinery "settled in" and good settings 
under various racing conditions now arrived at for both 
bikes, Daley is looking forward to the rest of the season 
and is approaching it with confidence with some excellent 
results already under his belt. 
 

The importance of sponsorship 

Daley is very conscious that the success of his racing is dependent upon the support he receives from all his sponsors 
both big and small.   Daley takes every opportunity to advertise and promote his sponsors at race meetings, events, 
social media and via the website, etc.   Without sponsors' continued support he couldn't compete and he states his 
sincere gratitude to all for their support in 2014 and looks forward to continuing the relationship into the future. 
Publicity 
If you would like any photographs or feedback, for example, for your own use or for publicity please let us know and 
we will strive to provide something suitable.  Daley can supply signed copies of A3 racing posters in addition to any 
other publicity material - please contact Daley and he will be delighted to help in any way possible. 

Feedback 
Daley says:-  "A big 'Thank you' to all my sponsors for your continued support.  I am committed to providing all my 
sponsors with maximum value-for-money in recognition of your invaluable support.  To facilitate this I would be very 
grateful if you could provide me with any comments you have about your own experience and thoughts about your 
sponsorship of me.  I am especially interested in hearing about your perception of the exposure that I am providing to 
your company and products and how that might be improved or developed.  I'd be very grateful if you could email, 
text or call me with any comments or suggestions you may have." 

Daley’s 2014 sponsors are: 
 Hol-Taj Exports (& Team Classic Suzuki)  Razorstorm 
 MotoEvolution     HEL Performance 
 Michelin Tyre PLC     TechSpec 
 LS2 Helmets      Racebikebitz Ltd (Samco Sport) 
 OSX Bikerfashion     NGK Spark Plugs (UK) Ltd 
 Rock Oil      Road Racing Ireland 
 Pr1mo Energy      Darlington College 
 CL Brakes      East Durham Signs 
 PD Refurbs      Simon’s Racepics 
 Motodex Performance First    Arosa Caravan and Camping Park 
 Oset Bikes         Slick! Performance IA Creative Design and Print 

Taking the chequered flag in 5th position in the 
Newcomer's A Race 

At Laurel Bank during the Supersport Race 1 of the TT 
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Daley is also extremely grateful to the following people who provided personal sponsorship for the TT: 
 Parsonage Car Sales (Leigh, Lancashire:  www.parsonagecarsales.co.uk) 
 Steve Whyman Motorcycle Art (www.stevewhyman.com) 
 Paul Train, The Carbon King (www.the-carbon-king.com) 
 Justin Waring Building and Roofing Ltd (Whitby, N.Yorkshire) 
 Alyssa Hazel Bulpitt 
 The Hawkins Clan 
 Big Phil 
 Blaine Webber 
 

Some more photographs of Daley in action on the Hol-Taj Suzuki GSX-R1000 Superbike 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sincere thanks to all for your continued 
support.  With best wishes, 

 
 
 
 
 
Daley Mathison  #104 

At Black Hill during the North West 200 Powering through St Ninian's Crossroads at the TT 

Power slide at the Barry Sheene Road Race Festival 
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Daley Mathison Racing - 2014 Mid-Season Race Results Summary 
Venue Date Event Machine Position Comments 

Darley Moor 30.03.14 Open Solos Hol-Taj Suzuki GSX-R600 4 Race 7 

" " Formula 600 Hol-Taj Suzuki GSX-R600 1 Race 8 (Race fastest lap) 

" " Open Solos Hol-Taj Suzuki GSX-R600 3 Race 17 

" " Formula 600 Hol-Taj Suzuki GSX-R600 1 Race 18 

Spring Cup, Scarborough 13.04.14 Senior B Hol-Taj Suzuki GSX-R600 1 Race 2 (Race fastest lap) 

" " Junior A Hol-Taj Suzuki GSX-R600 6 Race 4 

" " Ian Watson Cup Hol-Taj Suzuki GSX-R600 8 Race 10 

Cookstown 100 26.04.14 Superbike Open B Hol-Taj Suzuki GSX-R1000 DNF Race 2 (Race fastest lap) 

" " Moto3 Logan Racing Honda RS125 DNF Race3  (Race fastest lap) 

" " Supersport A Hol-Taj Suzuki GSX-R600 18 Race 7 

" " Cookstown 100 A Hol-Taj Suzuki GSX-R1000 16 Race 16 

North West 200 15.05.14 Supersport 1 Hol-Taj Suzuki GSX-R600 9 Race 1 (Glenvale speed trap = 163.0mph) 

" 17.05.14 Supersport 2 Hol-Taj Suzuki GSX-R600 DNF Race 1 

" " Superbike 1 Hol-Taj Suzuki GSX-R1000 DNF Race 2 

" " NW200 Superbike 2 Hol-Taj Suzuki GSX-R1000 30 Race 4 (Glenvale speed trap = 191.3mph) 

Isle of Man TT  31.05.14 Superbike Hol-Taj Suzuki GSX-R1000 DNF Own fastest lap = 120.184mph 

" 02.06.14 Supersport 1 Hol-Taj Suzuki GSX-R600 35 Own race average speed of 116.121mph 

" 04.06.14 Supersport 2 Hol-Taj Suzuki GSX-R600 41 Own race average speed of 115.163mph 

Barry Sheene, Scarborough 21.06.14 Modern Junior 600 Hol-Taj Suzuki GSX-R600 2 Race 4 

" " Modern Senior Hol-Taj Suzuki GSX-R1000 3 Race 5 

" 22.06.14 Modern Junior 600 Hol-Taj Suzuki GSX-R600 2 Race 11 

" " Modern Senior Hol-Taj Suzuki GSX-R1000 2 Race 12 

      

      

      

       
 


